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S
ince Susie 

Amster became 

the executive 

director of Temple 

Beth Sholom in March 

1992, the congregation 

has come a long way 

– and Susie and her 

family have grown 

right along with it.  

Susie is “humbled and flattered” 
to be honored for her 18 years 
of service to TBS at “Chai Light 
on Susie Amster” on April 24.

What really matters, according to 
Susie, is pride in the accomplish-
ments of TBS that have garnered 
recognition throughout the Union 
for Reform Judaism, special 
relationships with the staff and 
lay leaders who have worked 
together to make these things 
happen, the ability to touch 
people’s lives and the centrality 
of the temple to the Amster family.  

What is also apparent is Susie’s 
growth in her role as executive 
director to the point where she 
has become a mentor and 
teacher for other people and a 

“go-to” person with a reputation 
for ability and efficiency.

Susie has served as vice president 
of the National Association for 
Temple Administration (NATA) and 
president of the Pacific Association 
of Temple Administrators.  She 
currently is the chair of the NATA 
Certification Board and chairs the 
NATA Institute.  Susie earned her 
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Fellowship in Temple Administra-
tion (FTA) in October 1998 and 
has taught workshops around 
the US, Moscow and Jerusalem.  

While she admits that she has 
been primarily involved with 
Jewish causes for most of her 
life, her experience in nonprofit 
organizations has been important 
in her role as vice president and 
chief financial officer for the Santa 
Ana Police Foundation.  She is an 
active participant in the Santa 
Ana Police Business Preparedness 
Council.  “The payback is 
immense,” according to Susie, 
because the police department 
keeps an eye on the Temple and 
keeps Susie informed of potential 
emergency developments. 

Susie has been instrumental in 
bringing technology to TBS.  She 
has also been a key player in 
grant writing that has had a 
major impact on the temple 
in the areas of Homeland 
Security, Mini Minyan, and “Fine 
Wine, Fine Art, Find Judaism.”

A congregant before she became 
an employee, Susie says she has 
no problem finding spirituality in 
the workplace.  Family members 
have had celebrations here 
and have been supportive of 

her efforts.  Susie is married to 
husband, Bruce, for 38 years and 
has three daughters, Sharon, Lisa 
and Julie, a son-in-law, Adam, 
and four grandchildren, Johanna, 
Brandon, Sadie and Levi.

Often the first contact for new 
members of TBS, Susie knows 
that the Temple is about the 
congregants.  She is quick to 
praise Rabbi Heidi Cohen, 
the staff members and the 
board members – and they 
are delighted to honor her.

“We, the congregants of Temple 
Beth Sholom have the incredible 
good fortune to have Susie Amster 
as our Executive Director,” says 
Elaine Schwartz, TBS president. 

“Susie is the consummate 
professional, capably directing 
and supervising temple operations 
and compassionately taking care 
of the needs of our membership. 
She cares deeply about Temple 
Beth Sholom and considers her 
work to be sacred, inspiring the 
staff and lay leaders with whom 
she works. Among her greatest 
strengths, Susie has an incredibly 
positive, can-do attitude that has 
contributed to the excellence 
we all have come to appreciate 
at TBS. Susie provides continuity 
and mentoring to the Board and 

each incoming president, and our 
partnership with her has enabled 
Temple Beth Sholom to reach great 
heights (or shall I say chaits). On 
a personal note, working closely 
with Susie has been a wonderful 
experience and deeply gratifying 
for me. I am thrilled that TBS will 
be honoring Susie Amster at our 
fundraiser gala this spring. For 
eighteen years she has been a 
‘chai’ (life) force for our Temple.”

And so we join together to honor 
Susie on Saturday evening, April 
24, 2010. There will be sublime 
cocktails, tasty hors d’oeuvres and 
a spectacular dinner catered by 
Parties by Panache. To celebrate 
Susie’s love of music, we’ll have 
a lively band for your dancing 
and listening pleasure.  You’ll also 
be treated to a short but highly 
entertaining “Show” reflecting 
Susie’s many talents and ac-
complishments here at TBS.  

Due to the great success of the 
“Reservations Only” program 
last year, we have decided to 
include it again as a component 
of Chai Light on Susie Amster.  
Here’s how it works: various Temple 
members graciously volunteer 
to sponsor a broad variety of 
social events (from June through 
the end of 2010).  Themes, dates 

Continued from page 1
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and prices will all be determined 
in advance and agreed upon 
between the host and the 

“Reservations Only” committee.  
Events will be available for sign-up 
at the April fundraiser on the 

“Reservations Only” table. This is 
not an auction and there is no 
bidding.  Sign-ups will be based 
on a first come, first served basis 
so if there’s space on the sheet, 
you’ve got a seat at the party!  

Here are a few of the events in the 
planning stages right now: “Chai 
Time with The Girls,” “Boys’ Poker 
Night,” “Latkes & Libations” – and 
because of their popularity last 
year, we’re bringing back “Mahj 
Madness” and “From Tapas to 
Meze.”  But we need more willing 
hosts!  You can be creative and 
cook for your guests or save time 
and cater; you can host the party 

in your home or plan your event at 
a unique venue; you can put on a 
late morning brunch or entertain 
in the evening. The possibilities 
are endless, but one thing is for 
sure: your generous support offers 
a great opportunity to party with 
friends, to socialize in fun and 
creative settings and to contribute 
to the well-being of your Temple 
all at the same time.  If you would 
like to sponsor an event, please 
go to www.tbsoc.com/fundraiser/
and access the “Reservations 
Only” Sponsor Form or contact 
Chair Nancy Fox at nfox@aol.com.  

We’ll also be featuring a very 
select Silent Auction on April 
24th.  Items up for bid might 
include “Club 33 at Disneyland”, 
fine wine, restaurants, sporting 
events, theater tickets and 
more.  If you’d like to donate an 

item for the Auction, please go 
to www.tbsoc.com/fundraiser/
to access the Auction Donor 
Form or contact Chair Ronna 
Coe at comoshn@aol.com.  

And don’t miss the opportunity 
to express your congratulations 
and best wishes to Susie in a 
memorable 18 month Calendar-
Tribute Book that will be distributed 
at the fundraiser.  Please go 
www.tbsoc.com/fundraiser/  to 
submit your tribute online or 
contact Chair Marla Vaughter 
at mvaughter@tbsoc.com.  
There is no additional cost for a 
photo and the pictures will help 
memorialize all the messages in 
addition to making the calendar 
look fabulous!  The deadline for 
submission is February 15, 2010.

Group 
Provides 
Outreach 
and Support

T he Special Needs Network at 
Temple Beth Sholom began 
in March 2008 to address an 

identified need in the congregation.  
The group was organized as 
outreach and support for the families 
dealing with special needs in order 
to  facilitate inclusion in all temple 
programming, including religious 
school, B’nei Mitzvah preparation 
and holiday celebrations.  In the 
early meetings of the group, needs 
of the congregants were identified, 

including assistance with resources 
and referral, guidance and 
advocacy.

The group meets regularly for parent 
support during Sunday religious 
school.  Many activities for the 
entire family have included Shabbat 
dinners, picnics, family seders and 
sailing with the Heart of Sailing 
program.

On December 13, 2009, the group 
held the second annual Hanukkah 
Potluck luncheon and gift donation 
collection benefiting Homeless 
Intervention Shelter in Placentia.   
The group gathered gifts for the 
23 children currently in the shelter 
as well as for those expected to 
reside there in the future.   Our SNN 
members traveled together to give 
the gifts directly to the children in 
the shelter. 

The group has plans for an ability 
awareness day to help our TBS 
students to gain an understanding 
of the disabilities of some of their 
fellow students as well as within the 
community at large.   This program is 
expected to benefit all participating 
students, parents and staff by 
educating people about both visible 
and invisible special needs.  

The aim of the group is for full 
inclusion in our congregational 
community. The group hopes to 
meet the needs of all families in the 
areas of school, services, rituals and 
summer camp.  

Any TBS family with a special needs 
member is encouraged to call 
Sara Weiss-Gottesman for more 
information at (714) 476-3265.

Special Needs Network | Sara Weiss-Gottesman

Continued from page 2
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Reminding 
Us 
about 
Tzedakah

O ne of the first songs both 
Dahvi and Yoni learned 
in preschool was, “Penny 

in the pushka, penny in the pot, 
we give tzedakah right before 
Shabbat.  Counting up our 
pennies, nickels, quarters, too.  
It’s good to help each other, it’s 
what we like to do.”

They would come home singing 
this song and reminding us that 
on Shabbat, we had to put our 
loose change into one of the 
tzedakah boxes around the 
house.  Still today, any time we 
have loose change, it goes 
directly into the tzedakah box.  
I even put one on the washer 
and dryer, for those times when I 
find change in pockets or at the 
bottom of the dryer at the end of 
a cycle. 

There are many 

names for this special 

collection box – 

Tzedakah Box, Pushka 

and Keren Ami.  The 

obligation of giving 

tzedakah in order to 

care for others begins 

in Deuteronomy: “You 

shall surely give to him” 

(Deuteronomy 15:10).

We are taught by Maimonides 
that there was a secret chamber 
in the Temple in Jerusalem in 
which those who were able 
would secretly leave money and 
where the children of parents in 

need would come to collect
what they needed in order to 
care for their families.

At the end of January, our 
Sisterhood donated a tzedakah 
box for our sanctuary.  It is 
movable, so that when our 
sanctuary is outside in the 
summer, our tzedakah box will be 
outside as well. 

A lot of thought went into 
creating this tzedakah box, and 
the vision was realized by TBS’ 
own Howard Glasky.  When you 
see the tzedakah box, you will 
see that it is dark, to remind us 
that all is not right in the world 
and it is our obligation to bring 
some light to the lives of those 
in need through tzedakah. It is 
dark like the chamber of secrets 
in the Temple in Jerusalem where 
those who visited either to give 
or receive had to feel their way 
through its corridors with their 
hands.  So too does our tzedakah 
box have no straight path – the 
slit on the top does not go 
straight down; rather, it winds its 
way into the collection chamber. 

As you enter for Shabbat, holy 
days, or even just visiting TBS, I 
encourage you to pause at our 
tzedakah box and share with 
others so that together, as a 
community, we can fulfill what 
the word tzedakah means: to 
bring justice to our world in need 
of healing.  Tzedakah is not only 
a tradition; it is an obligation.  It 
is our obligation to care for those 
in need, no matter how great or 
small our gifts.  And it starts with 
a penny, a nickel, and a quarter 
too.

Rabbi’s Reflections | Rabbi Heidi Cohen
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We Honor 
Our 
Volunteers
What does volunteer 

recognition mean 

when at least half of 

our congregants are 

volunteers?  Well, it 

means a congregation 

celebration!  With

island melodies, hula 

dancing, and Hawaiian 

culinary delights, we 

all enjoyed Shaloha 

Shabbat! Mahalo to 

Peter Newell, Andrea 

Wasserman and Hollis 

O’Brien, our leaders in 

membership.

Volunteers are the backbone of 
Temple Beth Sholom. 

You make us the warm, caring 
and vibrant community that 
we are.  Temple Beth Sholom 
is blessed by each and every 
one of you.  For the multitude of 
meetings you all attend, for the 
endless phone calls you make 
and emails you send, for the 
dozens of programs you plan, 
for the hours of bingo you work, 
for the continual fundraising you 
do, for the people you reach out 
to and the causes you champion, 
for the heart and soul you all 
devote to this Temple, I sincerely 
thank all of you. Your efforts 
are recognized and so greatly 
appreciated.

Each volunteer makes a 
significant contribution to the 
quality of congregant life at 
Temple Beth Sholom. 

Someone asked the 
anthropologist Margaret Mead, 

“What is the first sign you look 
for, to tell you of an ancient 
civilization?” The interviewer 
had in mind a tool or article of 

clothing. Mead surprised him 
by answering, a “healed femur.” 
When someone breaks a femur, 
he can’t survive to hunt, fish 
or escape enemies unless he 
has help from someone else. 
Thus, a healed femur indicates 
that someone else helped that 
person, rather than abandoning 
him and saving himself. Isn’t that 
what we in philanthropy are all 
about? Healing femurs of one 
sort or another?”

“Those who can, do.  Those who 
can do more, volunteer.”
Author Unknown

“Volunteering can be an exciting, 
growing, enjoyable experience. 
It is truly gratifying to serve a 
cause, practice one’s ideals, 
work with people, solve problems, 
see benefits, and know one had 
a hand in them.”
Harriet Naylor

“If every American donated five 
hours a week, it would equal 
the labor of 20 million full-time 
volunteers.”
Whoopi Goldberg   

“I am only one, but I am one.  I 
cannot do everything, but I can 
do something.  And I will not let 
what I cannot do interfere with 
what I can do.”
Edward Everett Hale

And finally, when you are feeling 
burned out, just remember what 
George Burns said...

”When you stop giving and 
offering something to the rest of 
the world, it’s time to turn out the 
lights.”

From the President | Elaine Schwartz, Temple Beth Sholom President
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T he credentials for 
Congregant of the Year, as 
stated in our TBS Policies, 

are as follows.  “This individual 
should represent a person who 
has worked above and beyond 
the usual expectations to help 
impact the future of the Temple 
in a significant way.”

It was my honor to present 
the Congregants of the Year 
recognition to Alan and Chelle 
Friedman on Shaloha Shabbat. 
Alan and Chelle have been 
active members, impacting our 
Temple in a significant way for 48 
years. 

Chelle hails from Wisconsin, 
attended the University of 
Minnesota, was an elementary 
school teacher and has worked 
for Jewish Federation Orange 
County for the last 33 years.  As 
the director of the planning and 
funding council of the Laguna 
Woods Region, Chelle facilitates 
a vital connection between 
TBS and Federation. Chelle is 
active in dozens of organizations 

around Orange County, from 
education to supporting 
Israel. As a cornerstone in our 
congregation, Chelle has been 
organizing our High Holy Day 
ushering staff and helping ensure 
that the High Holy Days run 
smoothly. She has also served 
on our Master Plan facilities 
subcommittee, as well as our 
worship committee and much 
more.

Alan hails from outside Boston, 
attended Case Western Reserve, 
was an electrical engineer, 
and has served on the Orange 
County Grand Jury, as well as 
a volunteer mediator in the 
Orange County Superior Courts 
mediation program. At TBS, Alan 
is the organizational foundation 
of Torah study and lay-led 
worship services, personally 
meeting with each leader who 
would like some guidance in 
creating a unique Torah study 
or worship experience.  Many 
people have commented on 
Alan’s breadth of knowledge 
as well as his stellar teaching 

techniques that empower each 
person to feel confident in 
leading. He also encourages 
B’nei Mitzvah students to 
return the following year after 
becoming Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
to read their portion during a 
service or lead a Shabbat service 
with him. It is because of Alan’s 
outreach that we maintain a 
number of active Torah readers 
in our congregation. 

As the chief editor with Rabbi 
Donnell in the creation of T’filat 
Shalom, our congregational 
prayer book, Alan spent 
countless hours reviewing the 
text in Hebrew and English until 
it was published. Attending all 
shiva minyanim for TBS families, 
Alan volunteers regularly to 
lead them and be at the home, 
regardless of whether he knew 
the individual or not.  Alan 
regularly leads services for 
Bubbe and Zayde’s, a senior 
living facility close to the Temple.  
Administrators and residents are 
truly grateful for his kindness and 
compassion.  And finally, you 
can see him on the bimah on the 
High Holy Days, serving as our 
Baal T’kiah – head shofar blower, 
which he does with great ruach!

Together, Alan and Chelle 
have raised two fine sons, Scott 
and Roger, and have two 
grandchildren Jacob and Liana.  

Volunteers extraordinaire, Alan 

and Chelle Friedman have 

contributed greatly to our 

congregation and are mensches 

to our Temple community.

Congregants of the Year Alan & Chelle Friedman
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With Your 
Generosity…
Social Action 
Projects 
Continue To 
Succeed 
 

O ur Adopt-a-Social Worker 
representative, Renee 
Brown, sent a lovely note 

of appreciation for the holiday 
gifts she was able to distribute 
through our Gift of Light program.   
Every one of the 61 names posted 
on our “dreidle” board, cleverly 
designed and executed by 
Louise Brown, was taken.  Renee 
delighted 40 families with gifts of 
toys and clothing donated by our 
continually generous TBS family.  
She also attended our Chanukiah 
lighting at the Orange Circle and 
filled her van will donations of 
toilet paper and paper towels.  
These are items that Food Stamp 
recipients cannot purchase 
with stamps but are one of life’s 
necessities that most of us take for 
granted.  We have received many 
thank you notes from these needy 
families.  An electronic message 
board is on our Wish List.  We would 
love to post photos and letters 
so our congregants can learn 
first hand just how much our gifts 
are appreciated.  If anyone has 
information that would be helpful 
in purchasing a message board 
at a reasonable price, please be 
sure to let us know.  Many thanks 
to Louise Brown and all of you who 

make TBS Social Action programs a 
priority.

The Captain is coming, the 
Captain is coming!!!  Sometime this 
month, Captain Daniel Schilleci, 
who is that great guy in charge 
of our “adopted” soldiers, will 
spend part of his R&R with us 
at Shabbat Services, at which 
time he will update us on the 
news from Iraq.  We now have 
61 “angels” sending packages to 
our very grateful young men and 
women.  Not everyone is receiving 
acknowledgments, but believe me, 
they are very much appreciated.  I 
hope you’re not discouraged by 
the lack of communication.  Those 
of us who have received e-mails 
or letters know just how much it 
means to the soldiers to know we 
here at home think of them and 
appreciate what they’re doing to 
keep us safe.  Daniel explained 
in a recent e-mail that they have 
been extremely busy due to 
the reduced number of troops 
remaining in Iraq.  He is excited 
that President Obama is on target 
with sending soldiers home and 
expects that his unit will end its tour 
of duty as scheduled.

Some of us had the privilege of 
seeing and talking to Captain 
Schilleci over SKYPE during our 
Chanukah Shabbat Services.  
Being the only Jew in the area 
where they are stationed, it was 
exciting for Daniel to view the 
Chanukiah lighting and hear a 
portion of the service.  We hope 
we’ll have an opportunity for a 
repeat performance when he 
returns after his R&R.

We’ll be sure to let you all know 
when Captain Schilleci will be 

joining us for Shabbat Services.  
We hope you won’t miss the 
opportunity to get to know this 
warm, personable, caring young 
man and that many of you will 
be able to attend to show your 
support for our military.  We 
might get some “behind the 
scenes” insight into the daily life 
of our “adopted” soldiers (at least 
as much as Daniel can reveal), 
and I know you’ll be even more 
motivated than you already are to 
keep bringing a little bit of home 
to those who are so far away.

Sunday Nights Together, the 
bimonthly program chaired 
by Markus and Mary Mettler, is 
stronger than ever.  Their 11-year-
old daughter, Megan, really 
knows her way around the First 
Presbyterian kitchen and willingly 
pitches in wherever she’s needed.  
Our Religious School families have 
stepped up to this task in great 
numbers, and Paula Pitluk is on 
board at almost every event.  The 
Mettlers generously provide the 
chicken, and the families provide 
the rest.  They enjoy interacting 
with each other in the kitchen 
and with the “diners” in the gym.  
Markus mentioned what an eye 
opener this is to witness, first hand, 
the plight of our homeless.  A pre 
Bar Mitzvah was shocked to see 
a family with a boy his age who 
were homeless.   The people who 
come for the dinner are so thankful 
and are quick to let you know how 
much they appreciate the meal 
and the caring that goes into the 
event.   The gratification from this 
lovely mitzvah is immeasurable.  
Contact Mary or Markus to 
join them on a Sunday, and I 
guarantee you’ll love it. 
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TBS Religious 
School – A 
Busy Place!

T his January the Religious 
School welcomed the 
New Year with exciting 

programming to anticipate.  This 
trimester we added a few new 
course offerings for our 7th and 
8th grade ATID students.  Our 
own congregant, Danny Evans, 
is teaching a class on blogging 

— the kids are loving it, and 
their blogs are already up and 
running on the web.  We look 
forward to seeing this group 
contribute to the TBS blog in the 
near future.  Education intern 
Tami Weisman is teaching a class 

on Israeli culture and art.  She 
opened her class with an Israeli 
hip-hop video, “Shirat HaSticker,” 
which talks about all the bumper 
stickers in Israel and the various 
culture issues they illuminate.  
At the end of this month, ATID 
students will have more classes 
to choose from, including a 
special Israeli dance class taught 
by Wilshire Boulevard Temple’s 
Jane Bernard.

Our religious school is vibrant, 
and our students are very 
excited about our mitzvah 
project, collecting money for the 
Silver Streak Senior Transportation 
bus that is run by Jewish Family 
Service of Orange County.  
Next month students will begin 
preparing for a special “Senior 
Prom” that we are holding at the 
temple on Sunday, April 18.  

There are also a number of 
experiential adventures for 
our students to look forward 
to in the coming months.  In 
March we will be sending all 
of our 3rd, 4th, 5th, 7th and 8th 
graders on the Bureau of Jewish 
Education’s community wide 
Shabbaton.  Our students will get 
to join hundreds of other Jewish 
children from across the county 
in an uplifting Jewish camping 
experience.  Also in March, the 
TBS Special Needs Network will 
be sponsoring an engaging 
awareness program for the 
Religious School.

We are always looking to 
be innovative in our Jewish 
education programming.  If you 
have any great ideas please 
give me a call!

Lifelong Learning | April Akiva, Director of Religious Education

Preschool Corner | Lindy Lane Epstein Preschool Director

The Circus 
is Coming 
to Town!

Next month, on March 
7, the preschool will be 
holding a children’s 

performance program and 
silent auction. This is a first for 
us.  Will it be an annual event?  
Let’s see.  How can it miss?  
Combine adorable children, 
costumes, music, games, food 

and what you get is one fabulous 
afternoon!  With a theme of 

“Under the Big Top,” the day 
promises to be fun and exciting.  
The kids are practicing their 

“acts,” and I know the families will 
kvell.  I don’t think anyone will be 
swinging on a trapeze, but you’re 
sure to see clowns, elephants, 
tigers and more.

So, we hope you’ll join us.  Bring 
your kids and grandkids.  It’s 
going to be a wonderful day!  
Invitations are available in the 
office.



Lots of Sweet 
Activities – 
and People

January has flown by, and 
the month of celebrating 
our sweethearts is 

approaching rapidly.  A huge 
thank you goes out to the 
fabulous committee who 
created 2010’s Sisterhood 
Shabbat – a personal and 
meaningful Sisterhood Shabbat 
for our congregation and all our 
Sisterhood members. Everyone 
is so wonderful.  We all thank 
Debbie Jankowski, Denise 
Stephens, Linda Bergman and 
their committees, from all of us to 
you!

I’d like to also thank the 
generous Rosh Chodesh 
participants who open their 
homes for our quarterly 
discussion groups and programs. 
People who open their homes, 
bring treats or participate are 
on my personal sweetheart list 

as well. A special thank you to 
Cookie Stern and Donna Wolffe 
for always setting up interesting 
programs with great speakers. 

Coming up on the 

Sisterhood roster of 

things you should 

definitely put on your 

2010 calendar are the 

following events:

February 16
“2nd Series for Sisters” Event

Featuring: M. Storme Sweet. 
The topic for this lecture will be: 

“How parents help the siblings of 
special needs children cope with 
having this in their lives.” Tickets 
are $18.00 a person. Contact 
Jane Fischel at (714) 721-4963 for 
more information.

February 21
Bubbe, Zayde and Me

This is a fun-filled event for you 
and your grandchildren. Contact 
Cheryl Escoe at (714) 993-3917 
for more information, and be 
sure and look for our flyers in the 
Kol Sholom.

February 22
Book Review

We will be reviewing the book On 
All Other Nights. Our facilitator 
for evening will be Randi Trontz. 
Even if you haven’t read the 
book, please feel free to attend.  
For more information, call Randi 
at (714) 779-7102.		

March 10
Bunco in the Social Hall 

Call either Susan Scheffler at  
(714) 777-9553 or Susan Jaspan 
at (714) 701-9601 to get all the 
proper information on this event, 
which begins at 7 p.m.

March 14
Maxine Horwitz Cultural event

Just mark your calendar for this 
one. Lots more in the Kol Sholom 
and Orange County Jewish Life 
on this one coming up. Beverly 
Singer (714-530-1952) and 
Michele Shugarman (714-541-
5003) are our chairpeople for this 
event.

March 22
A Chocolate Seder

Also, mark your calendars for a 
marvelous women’s event that 
happens once every couple of 
years… If you like Chocolate… 
This one is not to be missed !!!!  
Contact Cookie Stern at (714)-
997-2472) for more information 

As you can tell, Sisterhood is 
loaded with fun events and 
fabulous helpers to make them 
come true. Every one of you are 
is my own individual sweetheart, 
and I thank you once again 
for making our Sisterhood the 
vibrant place it is!

KOL SHOLOM  |  FEBRUARY 2010 |  9

Spotlight on Sisterhood | Elizabeth Cohen, Sisterhood President
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Brotherhood Briefing | Mark Borovay, Brotherhood President

Many 
Events on
the Agenda
in 2010
Greetings and
Happy Purim!

We hope you and your families 

enjoyed yourselves at our Family 

Bowling event on Sunday, 

January 31.   Pictures will be 

available in the next Kol Sholom.

Brotherhood had the pleasure 

and honor of sponsoring one 

of the Menorah Lightings at 

the Orange Circle.  Thank you 

to Cantor Thompson, who 

cheerfully added his wonderful 

voice and leadership to our 

singing.  I sincerely thought that 

my wife and I would be the 

only people attending.  It was 

wonderful to see Alan Friedman 

as he led us in song and gave us 

a wonderful spiritual element to 

the celebration.  I never heard of 

many of these songs, but others 

did. Thank you to all of you who 

attended.

Brotherhood’s Annual Pancake 

Breakfast was a big success!  We 

had to set up three more tables 

for the additional people who 

came to our event.  It was great 

to see so many families enjoying 

the all-you-can-eat pancakes 

and camaraderie.  Watch out 

Bobbie Flay…we have some 

great cooks in our Brotherhood.  

Thank you to everyone who 

helped cook, shop, provide 

paper goods and solicit raffle 

prizes.  Special thanks to Steve 

and Tristan Acterman, Bill and 

Mark Brownstein, John and 

Judy Davies, Barry Escoe, Mark 

Friedman, Bernie Horwitz, Ray 

Jankowski, Marty Kanselbaum, 

Howard Mitzman, Randy 

Sherman, Steve Sherman, Glenn 

Silverman, Sylvan Swartz, Jeff 

Zimmermann – and to Sisterhood 

for the many raffle prizes.  We 

appreciated your hard work.  

Howard, you have a possible 

career as a celebrity emcee!  

Congratulations to Alan Karlin, 

Brotherhood’s 2009 Man of 

the Year. Alan was selected, 

because he’s been involved with 

the Joke Breakfast, organizing 

theatre and dinner events, and 

livening up our board meetings.  

It’s a well-deserved honor.  

Please join us to honor him on 

Saturday, February 20, at Temple 

Beth Sholom.  Details will be 

forthcoming.  Please contact 

Steve Sherman at (714) 991-5825 

for more information.

We are fortunate to be 

welcoming back David 

Saulowitz, founder/CEO of 

Competitive Analytics for our first 

speaker.  If you attended last 

year’s program, you know how 

educational and informative 

the material provided by David 

was. It was an unbelievable 

presentation. For those who are 

wondering where the economy is 

heading, this will be an event not 

to miss. Don’t forget: this is FREE, 

and there will be refreshments. 

Mark your calendars for February 

21, at 10 a.m. in the TBS Social 

Hall. For further information and 

reservations, contact Sylvan 

Swartz at sylvan@swartzcre.com.

There is still time to join 

Brotherhood.  Dues are only $36.  

These funds support our own 

temple youth.  It’s a great way 

to begin the new year with some 

educational and inspirational 

adult education! We hope you 

will join us!
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Temple Beth Sholom Officers

Elaine Schwartz | President
(714) 270-4079 | jjemms@gmail.com
Jerry Rothblum | Executive Vice President
(714) 393-6390 | jerrylroth@aol.com
Monica Engel | VP of Activities
(949) 350-2676 | sovta11@cox.net
Ilene Schneider | VP of Administration
(949) 433-6862 | ileneschneider@aol.com
Lynn Matassarin | VP of Early Childhood Educ.
(949) 351-3462 | lmatassarin@cox.net
Joyce Mogabgab | VP of Financial Development
(714) 801-5152 | joyce@llmco.net
Peter Newell | VP of Membership
(949) 600-2947 | newell5@sbcglobal.net
Karen Warren | VP of Worship
(714) 457-6422 | warrenk123@gmail.com
Paula Pitluk | VP of Religious Education
(714) 225-2058 | pkpteach@yahoo.com”
Randy Sherman | Treasurer
(949) 433-0233 | rsherman@cox.net
Warren Hennagin | Secretary
(714) 721-2650 | hennagin@pacbell.net
Howard Mitzman | Immediate Past President
(949) 709-1640 | mitzland@aol.com

Temple Beth Sholom Directors

Jeff Altshuler
(714) 325-0079 | jeff_altshuler@yahoo.com
Matt Griffin
griffin_m@auhsd.us
CindyGrossberg
(949) 279-8734 | houseofgros@cox.net
Brian Gurwitz
(714) 925-2675 | gurwitz@gurwitz.us
Loren Kaplan
lorenkaplan@yahoo.com
Markus Mettler
(714) 412-1626 | mmettler@sbcglobal.net
Hollis O’Brien
(714) 400-7088 | hollis@partiesbypanache.com
Soni Sanberg
inosecir@sbcglobal.net
Susan Sherman
(714)343-0847 | sandanmom@aol.com
Andrea Wasserman
awasserm@uci.edu
Sara Gottesman
(714) 476-3265 | weissgott2@aol.com
Shelly Wellins
(714) 797-0686 | s_wellins@yahoo.com

Mark Borovay (Brotherhood President)
(714) 544-7889 | mhborovay@hotmail.com
Elizabeth Cohen (Sisterhood President)
714-904-3585 | ejcwiz@aol.com

Temple Beth Sholom Staff

Rabbi Heidi Cohen
rabbicohen@tbsoc.com
Cantorial Soloist Mark Thompson
mthompson@tbsoc.com
Susie Amster, FTA, Executive Director
samster@tbsoc.com
April Akiva, Director of Religious Education
aakiva@tbsoc.com
Lindy Lane Epstein, Preschool Director
lepstein@tbsoc.com
Juliet Friedman, Program and Membership Director 
jfriedman@tbsoc.com

Ilene Schneider, Kol Sholom Editor
(949) 786-6270 |ileneschneider@aol.com

Eliana Feinerman
daughter of Gregg and Yanina Feinerman
will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 
on Saturday February 6, 2010.

Evan Markovitz
son of Joel and Donna Markovitz will be 
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah 
on Saturday February 13, 2010.

Nicholas Lurie
son of Curt and Deborah Lurie will be 
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah 
on Saturday February 27, 2010.

Celebrating B’nei Mitzvah

TALK TO US We want to hear 
from you.

2625 N. Tustin Ave. Santa Ana, CA 92705

Call us: (714) 628-4600   Fax us: (714) 628-4619 

Visit us: www.TBSOC.com



TBS CALENDAR | February 2010

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6
Adult Education: 
Reexamining Niddah
LB 7:00 p.m.

Introduction to 
Judaism
SH 7:30 p.m.

Religious School
4:15 p.m.

BSTY Board Mtg
YL 5:30 p.m.

TBS Teen Night
6:30 p.m.

Executive 
Committee Mtg
BR 6:30 p.m.

Bingo
SH 5:00 p.m.

Adult Ed: Advanced 
Conversational 
Hebrew Class
LB 7:00 p.m.

Torah Tots
LB 9:00 a.m.

Fundraiser Steering 
Committee Mtg
BR 9:30 a.m

Tot Shabbat Service
SN 6:00 p.m.

3rd/4th Grade and 
Tot Shabbat Dinner
SH 6:30 p.m.

Family Shabbat 
Service
SN 7:30 p.m.

Torah Study
LB 9:15 a.m.

Shabbat Shacharit - 
Eliana Feinerman Bat 
Mitzvah 
SN 10:30 a.m.

OCTY Event
Offsite 6:00 p.m.

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Mitzvah Mania
TVT 9:30 a.m.
Religious School
10:00 a.m.
Adult Ed: “The Sandwich 
Generation: Taking Care of 
our Parents and Children” 
with Rabbi Cohen
BR 10:15 a.m.
Adult Ed: Iyunei Yisrael: Big 
Issues Facing Israel Today
LB 10:15 a.m. 
BSTY Event: Super Bowl Party
TBA 1:00 p.m.
Series for Sisters: 
Part 2 Speaker
SH 2:30 p.m.

Fundraiser Master 
Committee Mtg
BR 7:00 p.m.

Introduction to 
Judaism
SH 7:30 p.m.

Hadassah Board Mtg
BR 10:00 a.m.

Religious School
4:15 p.m.

Bingo Committee 
Meeting
BR 6:00 p.m.

TBS Teen NIght
6:30 p.m.

Preschool Parents 
Learning Series: 
Creating Family 
Rituals with Young 
Children
LB 6:30 p.m.

Religious Education 
Committee Mtg
BR 7:00 p.m.

Bingo
SH 5:00 p.m.

Adult Ed: Advanced 
Conversational 
Hebrew Class
LB 7:00 p.m.

Torah Tots
LB 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Service
SN 7:30 p.m.

Torah Study
LB 9:15 a.m.

Shabbat Shacharit - 
Evan Markovitz Bar 
Mitzvah
SN 10:30 a.m.

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
No Religious School PRESIDENT’S DAY

TBS Office Closed
Religious School
4:15 p.m.

TBS Teen Night
6:30 p.m.

Sisterhood 
Speaker Series
SH 7:00 p.m.

Renaissance Group 
with Michael Miller
SH 2:00 p.m.

General Board Mtg
BR 7:00 p.m.

Bingo
SH 5:00 p.m.

Adult Ed: Advanced 
Conversational 
Hebrew Class
LB 7:00 p.m.

Torah Tots
LB 9:00 a.m.

Fundraiser Steering 
Committee Mtg
BR 9:30 a.m.

Shabbat Service
SN 7:30 p.m.

Torah Study
LB 9:15 a.m.

Lay-led Shabbat 
Shacharit
LB 10:30 a.m.

Brotherhood
Man of the Year 
Awards
SH 6:30 p.m.

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Brotherhood Board Mtg
BR 8:30 a.m.
Brotherhood Speaker Event 
Series
SH 10:00 a.m.
Religious School
10:00 a.m.
Adult Ed: Southern Rabbis 
and Their Struggles for Civil 
Rights in the South
LB 10:15 a.m.
Bubbe, Zayde and Me
SH 1:30 p.m.
TALIT “Jewbilation” #3
2:00 p.m.

Sisterhood Book 
Review
LB 7:00 p.m.

Introduction 
to Judaism
SH 7:30 p.m.

Hadassah Luncheon
SH 10:30 a.m.

Religious School
4:15 p.m.

TBS Teen NIght
6:30 p.m.

Sisterhood Board Mtg
LB 6:00 p.m.

Religious Education 
Committee Mtg
CR13 7:00 p.m.

Bingo
SH 5:00 p.m.

Adult Ed: Advanced 
Conversational 
Hebrew Class
LB 7:00 p.m.

Torah Tots
LB 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Service
SN 7:30 p.m.

Torah Study
LB 9:15 a.m.

Shabbat Shacharit 
Nicholas Lurie 
Bar Mitzvah
SN  10:30 a.m.

Evening 
Congregational 
Purim Event
SH 7:00 p.m.

28
Religious School-
Purim Shpiel and 
Carnival
10:00 a.m.

CALENDAR LEGEND

AC	 Activity Center 
BR	 Board Room
CR	 Classrooms
LB	 Library 
SH	 Social Hall
SN	 Sanctuary 
SP	 Sukkah Plaza


